Tension between Colonists’ and Britain 1763-1775

Grades:  7-12

Duration:  3-4 class periods, 45 minutes each
Objectives:  

· Students will analyze nine events between 1763 and 1775 that increased tensions between the colonists and the British, eventually leading to the American Revolution.

· Students will create individually, or in a group, one or more of the following: newspapers, posters, poetry, bumper stickers, interviews, surveys, bulletin boards, stories, etc.
Standards:  New Hampshire Frameworks
· SS:CV:12.3.2 Investigate how knowledgeable and engaged citizens have acted to preserve and extend their liberties. 
· SS:HI:8.2.3  Compare and contrast the rationales for entering into war with other nations.

NCHS STANDARD 1A
The student understands the causes of the American Revolution. 
Reconstruct the chronology of the critical events leading to the outbreak of armed conflict between the American colonies and England. 
Materials:

Blank matrix of Tension between Colonist and Britain 1763-1775 (one copy per student)
Patriot’s Reward, by Stephen Clarkson
Events leading to the American Revolution Power Point

Procedures:

1. Decision Making Strategy. Arrange students in small groups (3 - 4 students) according to the people they are sitting near. Have each group talk about the definition of liberty. They need to write down a definition that all members of the group are willing to support by coming to a consensus (make sure that the students understand the meaning of "consensus" beforehand). Tell the students to look for signs of liberty in the story.

2. Read Patriot’s Reward up to page 64. Have students get back in their groups and discuss whether or not their definition is similar or different than that described by Reverend Haven. Ask them to discuss why it would or would not support their definition.

3. Tension Matrix:  Have students finish reading Part I up to page 112.  Using the power point and Patriot’s Reward have the students fill in the matrix and discuss how each event could have led to tension between the colonists’ and the British. 
Assessment:
Have students use the completed matrix and create one or more of the following: 

· Newspapers

· Posters

· Poetry

· Bumper stickers

· Interviews

· Surveys

· Bulletin boards

· Stories, etc. 
Use all the events in the matrix taking the perspective of a Patriot or a Loyalist.

	Event
	British Act
	Patriot Response

	Proclamation of 1763
	British announced land west of the Appalachian Mtns. could not be settled by colonist


	It was designed to promote peace; instead it smelled of tyranny to many colonists’.



	Quartering Act 1765
	This Act required colonist to put British soldiers up in their homes.

Colonists’ provided fuel, candles, beer and transportation.


	Colonists’ felt British should have asked for their approval before passing an act that affected their personal lives.



	Stamp Act 1765
	Colonists’ had to pay a tax on all paper documents.


	Colonists’ believed that Parliament had no right to tax the colonies.

Sons of Liberty and Daughters of Liberty stopped stamped papers from being unloaded at docks.

Merchants organized a boycott of British goods.

They demanded Parliament repeal the Act.



	Townshend Act 1767
	An indirect tax on glass, lead, paper and tea.  

The tax was collected at the sea ports.


	Colonists’ felt it was an unjust from of taxation without representation.

Colonists’ organized a boycott of British goods.



	Boston Massacre 1770

Event
	Deadly riot between colonists’ and British troops stationed in Boston.  Five colonists’ died.

British Act
	Colonists’ called a town meeting demanding the removal of the British troops.

Patriot Response

	Boston Tea Party 1773
	Parliament passed the Tea Act, giving British East Indies company a complete monopoly of the American tea business.


	Colonists’ dressed as Natives and Africans

Raided 3 British ships

Dumped 342 chests of tea into Boston harbor.



	Intolerable Acts 1774
	British passed The Coercive Acts:  Closed the port of Boston, limited town meetings to one a year, established a new quartering act.


	Colonists’ called the acts “Intolerable Acts”

Colonists’ felt the acts were taking away their liberties.

“Minutemen” began to store arms and to train for possible battle at a minute’s notice.



	First Continental Congress 1774
	Representatives from 12 colonies met in Philadelphia to present their complaints to Britain.  


	Colonists’ drew up the Declaration of Rights

Called for boycott of trade with England.

Violators were regularly tarred and feathered.



	Lexington & Concord 1774
	British troops left Boston and marched to nearby Lexington and Concord to seize colonial gunpowder.

British suffered 273 casualties, colonists’ suffered less than 100.


	Beginning of the American Revolution

Proved that Americans were willing to fight for the right to govern themselves.
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