The War:  1775-1777
Grades:  7-12
Duration:  4-5 Class Periods (45 minutes)

Objectives:  

· Students will chart advantages and disadvantages of the Patriots and the British during battles of the American Revolution.
· Students will write a comparative essay on the advantages and disadvantages of the Patriots and British during three revolutionary battles.
· Students will utilize a map and chart to identify various characteristics of Battles during the American Revolution
NCHS Standard 1C

The student understands the factors affecting the course of the war and contributing to the American victory. 

· Explain how the Americans won the war against superior British resources. [Analyze multiple causation]
· Compare and explain the different roles and perspectives in the war of men and women, including white settlers, free and enslaved African Americans, and Native Americans. [Evaluate the influence of ideas] 

New Hampshire Social Studies Curriculum Framework
· SS:GE:8.4.2  Explain how cooperation and conflict among people contribute to political divisions of Earth’s surface. 

· SS:HI:12.5.3  Explore attitudes toward diversity held by groups and individuals 

Essential Questions:

1. Why do you think African Americans joined the Patriot cause?

2. How did Will’s status in the continental army change throughout the battles in Canada and New York?

3. Describe the problems faced by the continental army and the British in Canada and New York.

4. Why was the Battle of Saratoga a turning point in the war for the Patriots?

Materials:

Battle Matrix (copy of advantages and disadvantages for students)
Patriot’s Reward Book (Part II)

Comparative Essay Example
Map of Will’s Route in the Northern Theater (pg. 179)

Battles Chart (one for each student)

Computer or Research Books
Step-by Step Procedures:

1. Review the objectives and essential questions with students.

2. Read Patriot’s Reward (Part II).  Have students take notes on advantages and disadvantages faced by the continental and British armies. (Use Teacher Matrix to identify exact pages from Patriot’s Reward.)
3. Using the Patriot’s Reward Book (Part II) and other sources, (e.g. Text or internet) fill in the Battle Matrix.

4. After students have completed the Battle Matrix, have them write a comparative essay on the battles of Canada and New York. (see sample)
5. Using the map from pg. 179 of Patriot’s Reward have students calculate the distance Will travelled on his first deployment from Portsmouth to Quebec, Valcour Island and returning to Portsmouth. 

6. Have students calculate the distance Will travelled on his second deployment from Portsmouth to Saratoga and returning.

7. Have students view the map on pg. 179 of Patriot’s Reward and list the transportation routes used by Will’s unit when travelling from Portsmouth to Quebec and then onto Valcour Island.  Have students explain why they used these routes and what hardships they may have faced.
8. Using the map on pg. 179 of Patriot’s Reward have students identify the battle sites that occurred between Britain and the colonist.  Have students research these battles and create a chart showing the results of the battles (chart attached).  The chart should include the date, the commander, force, killed, wounded and captured. They should also include a brief written synopsis of the battles.  Students can find information for their chart at the following sites:
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles.asp
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles/bat_queb.asp
http://www.americanrevolution.com/BattleofValcourBay.htm
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles/bat_sara.asp
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles/bat_benn.asp
Directions for Writing a Comparative Essay

1. Using the information from your battle matrix and Patriot’s Reward Part II write an essay comparing the military advantages of the British and the Patriots.

2. Your essay should contain at least six paragraphs.  Make sure each paragraph contains supporting evidence and a concluding sentence.  Topic sentences are provided for each of the paragraphs.  You may use them directly or create your own.

a. In the opening paragraph, describe how military advantages of the British and the Patriots determined the outcome of battles fought in Canada and New York.  “The military advantages of the British and Patriots determined the outcome of various battles fought during the American Revolution.  These advantages included…..” 

b. In the second paragraph, discuss the advantages of the British.  “The British had several advantages in various battles.  Some of these advantages included….”

c.  In the third paragraph, describe the advantages of the Patriots.  “The Patriots had several advantages in various battles.  Some of these advantages included…”

d. In the fourth paragraph, describe some of the disadvantages experienced by the British.  “The British experienced several disadvantages during the battles that took place in Canada and New York.  Some of the disadvantages included….”

e.  In the fifth paragraph, describe some of the disadvantages experienced by the Patriots.  “The Patriots experienced several disadvantages during the battles that took place in Canada and New York.  Some of the disadvantages included…”
f. In the sixth paragraph provide your opinion.  As a conclusion, suppose you were an African American soldier during the war.  Choose advantages and disadvantages you faced during specific battles in Canada and New York.  Explain how you felt during the battles and what you hope or believe will be the final outcome of the war based on these battles.

3.
Write a rough draft before you turn in the final copy.  Your final copy should be typed or written neatly.  The essay should be approximately two pages in length.

Teacher Resource:

	Battles
	British Advantages
	Patriot Advantages

	Quebec
	World’s largest navy (pg.129)
Well trained troops (pg.130)
Artillery & resources (pgs. 135-140)
	Support of the colonist along the route (pgs. 121, 127, 129)
Fighting for convictions (pg. 139)

	Valcour Island
	More money and resources (pg 152)
Artillery & ships
	Experienced ship builders (pg 151)
Military strategy (pgs.155-159)



	Saratoga
	Fresh troops (pg 187)
German Hessian soldiers


	Reinforcements (pg 180)
Fighting on homeland and in wooded areas (pg 185)

Boosted morale

Foreign support for the Patriots.


	Battles
	British Disadvantages
	Patriot Disadvantages

	Quebec
	None
	Lack of supplies

Starvation

Weather extremes

	Valcour Island
	Heavy Fog

Current of Lake due to wind
	Few ships

Few supplies

	Saratoga
	Warfare in woods

Supplies cut off

Retreat exit blockaded off


	Disagreement on military strategy
Poor artillery
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