The Fight for Independence

Grades:  7-12

Duration:  3-5 periods

Objectives:  Students will create a skit/puppet show depicting the beliefs and role of the African Americans in the American Revolution.

NCHS Standards:

Demonstrate the fundamental contradictions between the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the realities of chattel slavery. 
Compare and explain the different roles and perspectives in the war of men and women, including white settlers, free and enslaved African Americans, and Native Americans. 
Compare the reasons why many white men and women and most African American and Native Americans remained loyal to the British. 
Materials:

Patriot’s Reward Book


Section 1:  pg 62-64 Defining Liberty

Section 2:  pgs. 105-106 Enlist for Freedom (include pg. 150)

Section 3:  190-192 Battle of Saratoga

Section 4:  269-272 Meeting with the President
Story Board Instructions

Props for Skits

Poster Board, Markers, Paints, Materials for Puppets for Puppet Show

Step-by-Step Procedures:

1. Assign students to groups of four providing role expectations.  Read the role and project expectations with students to answer any questions.
Director:  Lead the group discussion on assigned section of the book.  Take suggestions from the group to create the storyboard or skit.  Write the lines in the puppet show/skit for character(s).  Help construct puppets, props, and scenery.  Participate in presentation of puppet show/skit.

Script Manager:  Reads the assigned section of the book with group members.  Assist director with ideas for the storyboard/skit.  Lead the process of writing the script for the puppet show/skit.  Helps create the puppets, props, and scenery.  Participate in the presentation of puppet show/skit.

Props Manager:  Reads the assigned section of the book with group members.  Assist director with ideas for the storyboard/skit.  Write lines in the puppet show/skit for their character(s).  Lead the process of construction puppets, props, and scenery.  Participate in presentation of puppet show/skit.

Stage Manager:  Reads the assigned section of the book with group members.  Assist director with ideas for the storyboard/skit.  Write lines in the puppet show/skit for their character(s).  Helps create the puppets, props, and scenery.  Leads the group with the rehearsal process and participates in the presentation of the puppet show/skit.
Step 1:  Read the assigned section of the book with your group members.  After your group has finished reading the section of the book assigned to your group take notes to help you develop the puppet show/skit.  Include ideas for setting, characters, conflict and resolution.

Step 2:  Write the script for your puppet show.  Your group should write a script that is two to three pages in length.  Work together to develop the script, but each group member must write the lines that will be used by his/her character(s) The Script Manager should make sure that:

· The setting is described thoroughly

· The role of African Americans is clear

· Each group member should participate equally in the presentation of the puppet show/skit.

· The script contains enough information to sustain a 10 minute presentation.

Step 3:  Gather resources and create props and scenery.  Your story must be presented in a colorful, respectful, and engaging manner.  Before you begin the Props Manager must complete the following checklist:

	List characters to be 

represented in your performance
	List materials needed to construct puppets or skit
	List how each group member will help to construct puppets or skit



	List scenery and props to be included in performance
	List materials to construct scenery and props.
	List how each group member will help to construct scenery & props.




Step 4:  Rehearse your performance.  Make sure you can present your performance in the allotted time of 10 minutes.  As you rehearse the Stage Manager should make sure:
· The presentation flows smoothly

· Props are used effectively

· Lines are spoken at an appropriate volume

· Words are pronounced correctly

Reflection:

Describe the contradictions between the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the realities African Americans had to face in America.

________________________________________________________________________
Explain the different roles and perspectives free and enslaved African Americans had about the American Revolution.
________________________________________________________________________
Compare the reasons why many African American remained loyal to the British. Include information about Lord Dunmore's "Ethiopian Regiment."
________________________________________________________________________
